Suwannee County Airport

Airport: Suwannee County Airport

(24J)
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County: Suwannee County
Owner: Suwannee County
Role: General Aviation Airport

SUWANNEE COUNTY AIRPORT

Located in Suwannee County,
approximately 85 miles west of
Jacksonville, Suwannee County
Airport serves the general aviation
needs of the local community. With
its single 4,005-foot runway, the
airport can accommodate mid-size
general aviation aircraft. The terminal
is ideal for serving local users as well
as those visiting the area.

Existing Facilities
Suwannee County Airport has one runway, runway 07/25. Runway 07/25 is asphalt, served
by a full length parallel taxiway, and measures 4,005 feet by 75 feet. This runway utilizes the
RNAV GPS instrument approach and is equipped with medium intensity runway edge lights,
precision approach path indicators, and runway end indicator lights. The airport’s facilities
include a 2,000 square-foot FBO terminal building with 25 parking spaces for automobiles.
There is a parking ramp for GA aircraft at the airport that includes approximately 30 tiedown
spaces. There is also a fueling point at the airport with 100LL fuel available for local and
transient aircraft.
For more information, please visit 24J’s website at:
http://suwcounty.org/county/index.php/departments/airport

Airport Classification

Local airports serve communities by providing
access to primarily intrastate and some
interstate markets. There are 1,278 Local
Asset airports nationwide and 29 within Florida,
including Suwannee County Airport. More
information can be found in the Federal Aviation
Administration’s ASSET Studies at https://www.
faa.gov/airports/planning_capacity/ga_study/.

Community Service
Suwannee County Airport serves GA aircraft and activity for the local region. The airport
is the hub for the Florida Wilderness Trail and the Historic Suwannee River. The area has
more natural springs than any location in the world and is known as the Cave Dive Capital
of the World. The airport is mainly utilized for a mix of flight training and recreational flying.
Frequent recreational uses of the airport include powered-parachuting and sport flying.
Flight training accounts for roughly 30 percent of the airport’s annual operations, yet the
airport does not have any aviation training that is connected to local colleges, universities,
or technical schools. The airport also supports occasional business-related travel that
accounts for about 25 percent of the annual operations. Currently there are four corporate
based aircraft at the airport. The airport also attracts transient or visiting aircraft that usually
stop over for fuel. For the twelve-month period ending on April 26, 2017, approximately 59
percent of all operations were due to local GA aircraft while 41 percent were due to transient
GA aircraft. The current business on the airport is Fessler Aviation which provides service for
aircraft modernization and performance evaluation.

Current and Forecast Demand
Suwannee County Airport plays an important role in serving many facets of GA. As of 2014, there was a
total of 37 based aircraft and 16,300 annual operations at the airport. Of the based aircraft, the majority
are single-engine aircraft with the rest being multi-engine aircraft, ultralights, and helicopters. Most based
aircraft are stored in hangars but several use tie-downs. The current Airport Reference Code is B-II and
the largest planes that use the airport are King Airs and occasional Gulfstream jets. Historic and forecast
FDOT aviation activity information on file for the Suwannee County Airport follows:
Based Aircraft
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The airport primarily supports recreational flying, including
power parachuting, and business activity. The airport also
supports agricultural spraying, which assists the growth of
organic vegetables in the local area. Flight instructors often
conduct flight trainings at the airport, and the airport also
supports emergency medical aviation, aerial firefighting,
search and rescue, and police law enforcement. The airport is
engaged in the local community, hosting an Annual Fly-In that
offers flights for over 200 children and engages the community
in aviation. The airport also offers taxi cabs and a staff car at
the airport to support user needs.
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Suwannee County Airport is located approximately 80 miles
east of Tallahassee and 85 miles west of Jacksonville. The
airport has one runway, measuring 4,005 feet. The airport
accommodates mid-sized general aviation aircraft and serves
the general aviation needs of local and visiting users.
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Other Airport Characteristics
The main activities occurring at the airport include flight training, recreational flying, and business-related travel. The airport
does not have any based military aircraft and does not accommodate transient military operations. The airport is engaged
in the local community and hosts an annual fly-in that offers flights for over 200 kids and exposes the community to the
airport and to general aviation.

Current and Future System Service
Requirements/Recommendations
The airport is currently undertaking several improvement projects including the installation of an Automated Weather
Observation System, a 1,500’ runway extension, and a stormwater management plan. The airport primarily serves flight
training, recreational/sport, and business related activities. One flight school is located on the airport. Airport management
anticipates the opportunity to maximize its location between Jacksonville and Tallahassee to attract increasing levels of
business activity, and is hopeful to make land purchases to support expansions to serve small air cargo operations, sell
jet fuel, and even an industrial park. Management would like to see the airport develop into a full-service regional facility.
The analysis indicates that there is a moderate amount of residential use surrounding the airport, limited land area for
expansion, low socioeconomic activity, and an inadequate existing runway length; all of these factors slow down the
expansion at the airport currently, however, service of additional business/recreational demand in the area should be
feasible through the planning period.
General Aviation Airport Role
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