Zephyrhills Municipal Airport

Airport: Zephyrhills Municipal
Airport (ZPH)
City: Zephyrhills, Florida
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County: Pasco County
Owner: City of Zephyrhills
Role: General Aviation Airport

ZEPHYRHILLS MUNICIPAL AIRPORT

Located in the Greater Tampa Bay
Region and in Pasco County, the
Zephyrhills Municipal Airport serves
a variety of general aviation activities.
With its two runways, the longest
of which is 5,000 feet, the airport
can accommodate mid-size general
aviation business jet aircraft in all
weather. The airport’s terminal is
ideal for accommodating local users
as well as those visiting the area.

Existing Facilities
Zephyrhills Municipal Airport features two runways: runway 5/23 and runway 1/19. Runway
5/23 is a grooved asphalt runway in excellent condition, measuring 5,000 feet long by 100
feet wide. This runway is equipped with medium intensity edge lights and precision approach
path indicator lights. Runway 1/19 is an asphalt runway in good condition measuring 4,694
feet long by 100 feet wide. This runway is equipped with high intensity edge lights and runway
end identifier lights. Both runways are equipped with RNAV GPS instrument approaches and
are served by a network of five paved taxiways. The city-run fixed base operator is housed in a
2,600-square foot general aviation terminal building with 35 paved automobile parking spaces.
There is also a 450-square foot flight line services building. There are 41 tie-down spaces
at the airport, while a combination of conventional hangars, T-hangars, and shade hangars
provide 172 covered aircraft parking spaces. The airport’s fuel farm includes two 12,000-gallon
tanks with full and self-service 100LL Avgas and Jet A fuel.
For more information, please visit website at:
https://www.ci.zephyrhills.fl.us/199/Airport

Airport Classification

Regional airports support regional economies
by connecting communities to statewide and
interstate markets. There are 492 Regional
Asset airports nationwide and 30 within Florida,
including Zephyrhills Municipal Airport. More
information can be found in the Federal Aviation
Administration’s ASSET Studies at https://www.
faa.gov/airports/planning_capacity/ga_study/.

Community Service
As the only publicly owned airport in Pasco County, Zephyrhills Municipal Airport plays a
vital role in supporting the general aviation needs of the surrounding community. The primary
type of aviation activity at the airport is related to sport/recreational flying, with a modest
amount of business aviation as well. The airport is known as a destination for skydivers, with
airport tenant business Skydive City attracting divers from all over the world. The airport is
also home to a skydiving wingsuit manufacturer (Tony Suits), a skydiving equipment vendor
(Sunshine Factory), a skydive instruction school (Skydive Ratings), and a parachute rigger
school (Elite Rigging Academy). However, recreational flying is not limited to skydiving at
Zephyrhills Municipal Airport. The airport is also home to an ultralight aircraft manufacturer
(Evolution Trikes) and the Tampa Bay Soaring Society, a glider enthusiast club that attracts
members from all over the Tampa Bay area. Other major business tenants at the airport
include an avionics manufacturer (Aviation Instrument Technologies), an engine maintenance
firm (JJ Aeronautics), and an engine overhaul firm (Zephyr Aircraft Engines). Many of these
businesses are located on the industrial park on the southeast side of the airport. The
Zephyrhills Municipal Golf Course is located just off the end of runway 5, while the Zephyrhills
Museum of Military History is also located at the airport.

Current and Forecast Demand
According to Florida Aviation System Plan data, in 2014 there were 175 aircraft based at Zephyrhills
Municipal Airport. During the same time period, there were 49,275 general aviation operations and 150
commercial operations, for a total of 49,425 operations. For the 12-month period ending on December
16, 2016, 66 percent of all operations were general aviation, 33 percent were transient general aviation,
and less than one percent were air taxis. The current Airport Reference Code for Zephyrhills Municipal
Airport is A-II.
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In 2014, FDOT and FAA grants were used along with City of Zephyrhills
funds to rebuild the airport’s longest runway and add new LED runway
edge lighting, PAPIs, new taxiway lighting, and enhanced markings.
These funds were also used to add both a new Ground Communications
Outlet for IFR clearances and aircraft ground power capability and to
complete airport security fencing – CCTV project. Over $5.0 million in
airfield improvements will be completed in 2014, benefitting the airport
community. The annual economic impact of Zephyrhills Municipal Airport
is associated with direct impacts that come from tenants/businesses
located at the airport and construction projects that are undertaken by
the airport or by on-site businesses. Indirect impacts are associated with
spending from visitors who arrive in the area via general aviation aircraft.
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The airport’s major tenants include Zephyr Aircraft Engines, an aircraft
engine overhaul firm; Skydive City, a local skydiving operation; and Turin
Aviation Group, an aviation research and development business. Other
tenant activities at the airport include aircraft sales, flight instruction,
avionics development, and ultralight trike manufacturing. While the airport
attracts a number of transient visitors, local business operations, flight
training, and skydiving flights are the airport’s major components of total
activity.
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Other Airport Characteristics
As a general aviation airport with a focus on sport and recreational flying, Zephyrhills Municipal Airport frequently hosts
community events, such as the Pigs in Z’Hills BBQ and Blues Festival, an annual Chamber of Commerce festival that
features BBQ competition, live music, a car show, and aircraft on static display. The airport has recently had funding
approved for several airport improvement projects, including construction of a new taxiway, rehabilitation of existing
taxiways, and construction of a new FBO and general aviation terminal building.

Current and Future System Service
Requirements/Recommendations
The airport provides Flight Training, Corporate, Tourism (CA), Business/Recreational (sightseeing, skydiving, charter), and
Recreational/Sport (camping, experimental, gliders, ultralights) services. The airport plans to increase its flight training,
recreational, charter, and corporate operations in the future. Based on the infrastructure planning analysis for Zephyrhills
Municipal Airport, the following depicts the airport’s current levels of service as well as the types and levels of service that
the airport will likely be required to accommodate by the year 2030:
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