Peter O Knight Airport

Airport: Peter O. Knight Airport (TPF)
City: Tampa, Florida
County: Hillsborough County
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Owner: Hillsborough County Aviation Authority
Role: General Aviation Airport

PETER O. KNIGHT AIRPORT

Located in the heart of the Tampametro area on Davis Island, Peter
O. Knight Airport serves a variety of
general aviation activities. With its
two intersecting runways, the longest
of which is 3,583 feet, the airport can
accommodate multiengine general
aviation aircraft. The airport’s terminal
is ideal for serving local users as well
as those visiting the area.

Existing Facilities
Peter O. Knight Airport features two intersecting asphalt runways, runway 4/22 and runway
18/36. Runway 4/22 measures 3,583 feet long by 100 feet wide and is equipped with medium
intensity edge lights, visual approach slope indicator lights on the runway 4 end, and runway
end identifier lights and an RNAV GPS instrument approach on the runway 22 end. Runway
18/36 measures 2,687 feet long by 75 feet wide and is equipped with medium intensity edge
lights and precision approach path indicator lights, as well as an RNAV GPS approach on the
runway 36 end. Both runways are served by full-length paved parallel taxiways.
Peter O. Knight’s main apron area has 34,500-square feet of space and five tie-down spaces.
Six other additional tie-down areas provide 38 more tie-down spaces, including one area with
three rotorcraft parking spaces. The airport also has six T-hangar facilities with storage spaces
for 75 aircraft. Additionally, the airport has a shade hangar facility with housing for 19 aircraft,
one large maintenance hangar, and two bulk hangars. The airport’s fixed base operator, Atlas
Aviation, is located a 4,000-square foot terminal building, where they provide a full range
of GA services, including full service fueling (100LL Avgas and Jet A), aircraft handling and
maintenance, flight planning space, and other amenities. There is also an adjacent 2,500
square foot building with conference room space.
For more information, please visit TPF’s website at: http://www.tampaairport.com/peter-o-knight-airport

Airport Classification

Regional airports support regional economies
by connecting communities to statewide and
interstate markets. There are 492 Regional
Asset airports nationwide and 30 within
Florida, including Peter O. Knight Airport. More
information can be found in the Federal Aviation
Administration’s ASSET Studies at https://www.
faa.gov/airports/planning_capacity/ga_study/.

Community Service
With its location just a few miles from downtown Tampa, Peter O. Knight Airport plays
an important role supporting regional general aviation and acting as a reliever facility for
Tampa International Airport. Due to its proximity to downtown, the airport hosts a significant
amount of corporate and business flying, while recreational aviation and flight training are
also common. Flight training is provided by the airport’s FBO, Atlas Aviation. Other important
tenants at the airport include ICON Aircraft, a light sport aircraft manufacturer, Jannus Air,
an air charter company, Sarasota Avionics, Old City Helicopter Tours, Vantage Aviation
helicopter pilot training, and US Helicopters, a news media helicopter operation. The airport
also frequently hosts community events, such as Islands Fest, Davis Island’s annual event
that features a car show, airplane displays, music, food and more. Peter O. Knight Airport
has also hosted the Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association fly-in four times, most recently
in 2017. The airport property also includes a community dog park with a dog beach and a
walking trail.

Current and Forecast Demand
According to Florida Aviation System Plan data, in 2014 there were 106 aircraft based at Peter O. Knight
Airport. During the same time period, there were approximately 3,800 commercial operations and 50,000
general aviation operations, resulting in 53,800 total annual operations. For the 12-month period ending
on December 15, 2016, 54 percent of all operations were transient general aviation, 39 percent were local
general aviation, and seven percent were air taxis. The current Airport Reference Code for Peter O. Knight
Airport is B-I.

General Aviation Operations
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Peter O Knight Airport is located on Davis Island in Hillsborough
County, just south of downtown Tampa. The airport has two
intersecting runways, with the longest runway measuring 3,580 feet.
The airport accommodates general aviation aircraft and serves a
variety of general aviation activities.
The airport primarily supports recreational flying by personal pilots
and aviation enthusiasts. The airport also supports flight training, with
aircraft available to rent, and business activity, with its convenient
location near downtown Tampa. Three local news stations use the
airport for traffic and news reporting and emergency medical aviation
is also supported the airport. Public charters, such as helicopters,
are available at the airport to sightsee in Tampa Bay. A maintenance
and service shop is also available at the airport to serve aviators. The
airport hosts an annual DuPont Registry Cars and Coffee event, while
in the past it has hosted Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association (AOPA)
Fly-Ins.
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Other Airport Characteristics
As Tampa’s downtown airport, Peter O. Knight Airport has recently undergone several major airport improvement projects.
These projects include rehabilitation of runway 4/22, taxiway and tie-down area rehabilitation, hangar improvements, and
installation of an automated weather observing system. Additionally, three of the airport’s main tenants, ICON Aviation,
Sarasota Avionics, and Jannus Air, are all new to the airport since 2012, highlighting the airport’s continuing growth and
importance to the Tampa area.

Current and Future System Service
Requirements/Recommendations
The airport provides Recreational/Sport (experimental), Flight Training, Business/Recreational (charter) services. The airport
plans to increase its flight training and charter operations. The analysis indicates that the airport is best suited for providing
Recreational/Sport, and Tourism (CA) services. It is marginally suitable for providing Flight Training, Business/Recreational,
and Corporate services. Due to the “downtown” location of the airport, it is not considered prudent to promote Flight
Training as a service in the future. Based on the infrastructure planning analysis for Peter O. Knight Airport, the following
depicts the airport’s current levels of service as well as the types and levels of service that the airport will likely be required
to accommodate by the year 2030:
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