Orlando Sanford International Airport

Airport: Orlando Sanford
International Airport (SFB)
City: Sanford, Florida
F L O R I DA D EPA RTM EN T O F T RA NS P ORTATION
A V I AT I O N A N D S PA C E P O RT S O F F I C E

County: Seminole County
Owner: Sanford Airport Authority
Role: Commercial Service Airport

ORLANDO SANFORD INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Orlando Sanford International Airport
is located in Seminole County, 18
miles northeast of Orlando. The
airport has four active runways, the
longest of which is 11,002 feet.
Facilities at the airport support
a full range of commercial and
GA aircraft, including a notable
volume of flight training activity. The
airport accommodates a number
of domestic and international
commercial airline flights.

Existing Facilities
Orlando Sanford International Airport is served by 4 runways: runway 9L/27R, runway 9R/27L,
runway 18/36, and runway 9C/27C. Runway 9L/27R is the longest and measures 11,002
feet by 150 feet. Runway 9R/27L measures 6,647 feet by 75 feet. Both runway 9L/27R and
runway 9R/27L utilize ILS and RNAV GPS instrument approaches. Runway 18/36 measures
6,002 feet by 150 feet and utilizes the RNAV GPS instrument approach. Runway 9C/27C is
the shortest and measures 3,578 feet by 75 feet. All 4 runways are paved with asphalt, served
by full-length parallel taxiways, and equipped with precision approach path indicators, runway
edge lights, and runway end indicator lights.
Orlando Sanford International features two main terminal buildings, Terminal A and Terminal
B, for international and domestic passengers, respectively. Taken together, the terminals total
more than 400,000 square feet of space and include a full range of passenger amenities,
including shops, restaurants, pubs, lounges, rental car counters, and even a video arcade.
The primary airline serving Orlando Sanford International is Allegiant, with flights also offered
by Interjet, Surinam Airways, Tui fly, and Via Air. Together, these airlines offer direct flights to
over 70 U.S. cities and 12 international cities. Orlando Sanford International also includes an
operated air traffic control tower, open 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
For more information, please visit ORL’s website at:
http://www.orlandosanfordairport.com/

Airport Classification

Small Hub airports account for at least 0.05% but less than
0.25% of national passenger boardings. There are 72 Small
Hubs nationwide and 7 in Florida, including Orlando Sanford
International. Small Hub airports typically serve general
aviation operations blended with air cargo and passenger
operations. More information can be found at https://www.
faa.gov/airports/planning_capacity/npias/.

Community Service
Orlando Sanford International Airport acts as an commercial service alternate to Orlando
International Airport and other airports in Central Florida. The airport can accommodate both
GA and commercial operations. For the 12-month period ending on December 31st, 2016,
commercial airline activity made up seven percent of annual operations at the airport. During
the same time period, GA operations, including flight training and business activity, made up
64 percent of operations. The remaining 30 percent of operations were due to air taxi activity.
Transient or visiting GA aircraft include training flights from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University. Flight training is a significant component of the airport’s GA activity, with three
different businesses located at the airport providing flight training. These businesses employ
over 200 flight instructors and have 70 to 75 flight training aircraft based at the airport. The
airport also has agreements with local colleges for flight training.
GA operations by corporate and business users are also common at the airport. The airport
estimates about 90 percent of its based aircraft are owned by local businesses, including
the flight academies. The airport supports a large business park that consists of 395
acres, with over 180 acres available for new development. Of the business park’s existing
buildings, approximately 95 percent are occupied with over 100 tenants. The businesses at
the park range from automotive bumper repair to residential home truss manufacturing. The
airport also includes two fixed base operators, Constant Aviation and Million Air, who provide fueling,
maintenance, repair, and concierge services.

Current and Forecast Demand
Orlando Sanford International Airport plays an important role in serving the needs of commercial airlines,
flight schools, air cargo, and all facets of GA. As of 2014, there was 344 based aircraft and 206,246 total
operations at the airport. The majority of the based aircraft are single-engine airplanes with the rest being
multi-engine airplanes, jet airplanes, and helicopters. The largest plane that uses the airport on a regular
basis is the Airbus 330 and the current ARC for the airport is D-V.
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Economic Impact
Orlando Sanford Airport is located in Seminole County, about three miles
southeast of downtown Sanford. The airport has four runways, with the
longest runway measuring 11,002 feet. The airport accommodates a full
range of commercial and general aviation aircraft. In 2017, the airport had
nearly three million passengers. The airport provides low-cost services; all
of the airport’s top destinations are on a low-cost airline.
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The airport primarily supports recreational flying. Due to flight training, the
airport is consistently in the top 30 busiest airports in the world in terms of
total flight operations. While it is Orlando’s secondary commercial airport,
most of the airport’s traffic is domestic. A fixed-based operator (FBO)
provides services to both local and transient visitors. Airport tenants,
particularly its flight schools, contribute to the airport’s direct economic
impact. The airport is engaged in the community and partners with
Seminole County Public Schools to host Aviation Career Day. The career
day has approximately 2,500 participants from middle school to college
and exposes participants to aviation related jobs, including engineering,
flight schools, and maintenance, repair, and overhaul (MRO).
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Other Airport Characteristics
Orlando Sanford International Airport serves commercial passengers as well as GA activities such as flight training and
business activity. There are no based military aircraft at the airport, yet military operations do make up less than one
percent of the annual operations due to transient military aircraft.

Current and Future System Service
Requirements/Recommendations
The airport provides Flight Training, Tourism (CS), Intercontinental Service, Domestic Service, and Business/Recreational
(charter) services. The airport plans to increase its flight training, recreational, and charter operations along with its
domestic and international airline service. Analysis indicates the airport is best suited for International and Domestic
Commercial service, providing Recreational/Sport, and Corporate services. The airport has continued to grow its
Commercial Services and can be expected to increase Intercontinental Service, Domestic Service, and Tourism (CS)
services in the future. It is also expected to continue providing Flight Training, Corporate, Tourism (CA), and Business/
Recreational (VLJ and charter) in the future. Despite its relatively high suitability for Recreational/Sport service, the airport is
not expected to focus on this service because of the competing demands for other, higher priority, services.
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