Plant City Airport

Airport: Plant City Airport (PCM)
City: Plant City, Florida
County: Hillsborough County
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Owner: Hillsborough County Aviation Authority
Role: General Aviation Airport

PLANT CITY AIRPORT

Located two miles southwest of
Plant City, approximately midway
between Tampa and Lakeland,
Plant City Airport serves general
aviation aircraft, with a focus on
recreational activity. With its single
3,950-foot runway, the airport can
accommodate multi-engine general
aviation aircraft. The airport’s terminal
is ideal for serving local users as well
as those visiting the area.

Existing Facilities
Facilities at the Plant City Airport include runway 10/28. Runway 10/28 is asphalt and
measures 3,950 feet by 75 feet. It is equipped with medium intensity runway edge lights,
runway end identifier lights, and precision approach path indicators. The runway is served
by a full-length parallel taxiway and utilizes the RNAV GPS and VOR instrument approach
procedures. Other airport facilities include a 3,825 square-foot terminal that has 39 paved
auto parking spaces. There are also 66 tie-downs and 62 covered parking spaces between
T-hangars and conventional hangars for airport aircraft. There is 100LL fuel and JET-A aircraft
fuel available at the airport to serve its users.
For more information, please visit PCM’s website at:
http://www.tampaairport.com/plant-city-airport

Airport Classification

Local airports serve communities by providing access
to primarily intrastate and some interstate markets.
There are 1,278 Local Asset airports nationwide and
29 within Florida, including Plant City Airport. More
information can be found in the Federal Aviation
Administration’s ASSET Studies at https://www.faa.
gov/airports/planning_capacity/ga_study/.

Community Service
The Plant City Airport plays an important role in serving the GA needs of the local region.
The airport is located in close proximity to the region’s theme parks, attractions, and the
annual Lakeland Sun ’n Fun Fly-In. The main activity that occurs at the airport is recreational
flying by local aviation enthusiasts. For the 12-month period ending December 15, 2016,
77 percent of the airport’s annual operations were attributable to local GA while 23 percent
were due to transient GA. Both air taxi and transient military operations make up less than 1
percent of the annual operations at the airport. The airport was originally founded to support
the transport of strawberries and has continued to support the local agriculture industry.
There is one business located on the airport that provides flight training and flight training
activity makes up about 40 percent of the airport’s annual operations.

Current and Forecast Demand
The Plant City Airport accommodates a range of GA activities. As of 2014, there were 89 based aircraft
and a total of 47,975 annual operations at the airport. Of the based aircraft, the majority are single-engine
airplanes with the remaining being multi-engine airplanes and helicopters. Most of these based aircraft
are stored in T-hangars or conventional hangars with a few being stored on paved tie-downs. The largest
plane that uses the airport on a regular basis is the King Air and the current Airport Reference Code is B-I.
Historic and forecast FDOT aviation activity information on file for Plant City Airport follows:
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Plant City Airport is located in Hillsborough County, about 18 miles east
of Tampa. The airport has one runway that measures 3,950 feet. The
airport accommodates multi-engine general aviation aircraft and serves
the general aviation needs of the region.
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Economic Impact

The airport primarily supports recreational flying by general aviation
pilots. The airport was originally established to support the transport
of locally farmed strawberries and has continued to support the local
agriculture industry over the last 60 years. The airport also supports
the local community by hosting the annual Plant City Chamber
Planes, Trains, and Automobiles event, which regularly attracts several
thousand attendees. The Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) holds
meetings at the airport and offers flights to youth to introduce them
to aviation. Cars and taxis are available to serve those visiting the
area, while the airport’s fixed base operator is available to serve user’s
needs.
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Other Airport Characteristics
The Plant City Airport mainly serves GA recreational and flight training activities. The airport also supports a large 400-acre
industrial park. This industrial park includes approximately 100 businesses and it is completely built out. The airport also
hosts the annual Plant City Chamber Planes, Trains, and Automobiles event and holds EAA meetings to introduce youth to
aviation.

Current and Future System Service
Requirements/Recommendations
The airport provides Recreational/Sport (experimental), Business/Recreational (sightseeing, charter), Tourism (CA), and
Flight Training services. The airport plans to continue fulfilling its current role, with a modest increase in its recreational
operations. The analysis indicates that the airport is best suited for providing Recreational/Sport and Tourism (CA)
services.
Based on the infrastructure planning analysis for Plant City Airport, the following depicts the airport’s current levels of
service as well as the types and levels of service that the airport will likely be required to accommodate by the year 2030:
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