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County: Polk County
Owner: City of Lakeland
Role: General Aviation Airport

LAKELAND LINDER REGIONAL AIRPORT

Located in Polk County,
approximately 30 miles east of
Tampa, Lakeland Linder Regional
Airport serves a variety of aviation
activities. With its two intersecting
runways, the longest of which
is 8,499 feet, the airport can
accommodate everything from small
general aviation aircraft to large
narrow body commercial service
aircraft. The airport’s terminal is ideal
for accommodating local and visiting
traffic.

Existing Facilities
Facilities at the Lakeland Linder Regional Airport include runway 09/27, runway 05/23,
and runway 08/26. Runway 09/27 is asphalt and measures 8,499 feet by 150 feet. It is
equipped with high intensity runway edge lights, precision approach path indicators, and
MALSR approach lights. The runway is served by a full-length parallel taxiway and utilizes the
ILS, RNAV GPS, and VOR instrument approach procedures. Runway 05/23 is asphalt and
measures 5,005 feet by 150 feet. It is equipped with high intensity runway edge lights and
precision approach path indicators. The runway utilizes the RNAV GPS instrument approach
procedure. Runway 09/27 and runway 05/23 are intersecting runways. The third runway,
runway 08/26, is turf and measures 2,205 feet by 60 feet. Other facilities at the airport include
a 30,000-square foot terminal building that includes commercial air service support facilities,
offices, rental car facilities, restaurants, airport administration offices, and parking facilities.
There are also over 25 corporate, executive, and personal aircraft hangars and more than 50
tie-downs for GA aircraft at the airport. There is an Airside Center located on the south side
of the airport that includes an additional 500,000 square feet of hangar/warehouse space and
19,000 square feet of office space. The airport also includes a Lakeland Air Traffic Control
Tower which operates from 6am – 10pm every day and a 24 hour/day Aircraft Rescue Fire
Fighting Facility which is operated by the City of Lakeland Fire Department. There is 100LL fuel
and JET-A fuel also available to serve the airport’s users.
For more information, please visit LAL’s website at: http://www.lakelandairport.com/

Airport Classification

National airports support the national and state systems
by providing communities with access to national and
international markets. There are 88 National Asset airports
nationwide and 9 within Florida, including Lakeland Linder
Regional Airport. More information can be found in the
Federal Aviation Administration’s ASSET Studies at https://
www.faa.gov/airports/planning_capacity/ga_study/.

Community Service
The Lakeland Linder Regional Airport accommodates both GA aircraft and large narrow
body commercial service aircraft. The airport is located in a convenient location with its
close proximity to downtown Tampa and to Disney World. The main activities that occur
at the airport include transient and local GA operations along with some commercial, air
taxi, and military operations. For the 12-month period ending on December 31, 2017, 58
percent of operations were attributable to transient GA, 39 percent were due to local GA, 2
percent were due to military operations, 1 percent were due to air taxi operations, and less
than one percent were due to commercial service operations. GA activities that occur at the
airport include public charters, business activity, law enforcement operations, emergency
medical aviation, and recreational flying. There are also four flight training schools located at
the airport, including the largest high school flying club in the nation. Since Lakeland Linder
Regional is a reliever airport for Orlando and Tampa International Airport, general aviation
operations by corporate and business users are common at the airport. The airport also
supports numerous military training and transient operations. These military operations are
performed primarily by C-130, T-6 Texan II, and helicopters from various armed services.
The airport offers a multitude of aviation services including maintenance, painting, avionics,
and interior re-fabrication. The airport is home to the Florida Air Museum and also hosts the
annual Sun ‘n Fun International Fly-In and Expo every year. Sun ‘n Fun is Florida’s largest convention
and over 200,000 people visit the airport for the event.

Current and Forecast Demand
The Lakeland Linder Regional Airport serves mainly GA activity but also occasional commercial activity.
As of 2014, there were 201 based aircraft and a total of 97,727 annual operations. Of the based aircraft,
the majority are single-engine airplanes with the remaining being multi-engine airplanes, jet airplanes,
helicopters, and gliders. Most of these based aircraft are stored in T-hangars or conventional hangars with
a few stored on paved tie-downs. The current Airport Reference Code is C-III. Historic and forecast FDOT
aviation activity information on file for Lakeland Linder Regional Airport is as follows:
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Lakeland Linder Regional Airport is located in Polk County, approximately
30 miles east of Tampa. The airport has two intersecting runways, with the
longest runway measuring 8,500 feet. The airport accommodates general
aviation aircraft and large narrow body commercial service aircraft. The
airport supports a wide range of activity, including charter flights, business
operations, law enforcement operations, emergency medical aviation,
environmental patrol flights, and recreational aviation activity. The airport has
over 80 businesses and hosts over 20 social events annually. Education and
flight training are also prevalent, with four flight schools located at the airport,
including the largest high school flying club in the nation.

$275,177,000

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Aircraft
Operations Center is also located at the airport and is home to its fleet of
Hurricane Hunting aircraft. The airport also hosts the annual Sun ‘n Fun
International Fly-In and Expo every year. Averaging over 200,000 attendees,
this event is Florida’s largest convention and turns the airport into the busiest
in the nation for six days.
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Other Airport Characteristics
The Lakeland Linder Regional Airport mainly supports GA business activity, flight training, and occasional commercial
activity. There are two industrial parks that are located adjacent to the airport. The south park has approximately 200 acres
while the north park has 100 acres. Other characteristics include that the airport supports the only aviation base for NOAA
which makes it well-known for its fleet of Hurricane Hunting aircraft. Channel 8 News also utilizes the airport for local traffic
and news reporting.

Current and Future System Service
Requirements/Recommendations
Lakeland Linder Regional Airport provides extensive Flight Training, Corporate, Recreational/Sport, and Business/
Recreational (sightseeing, military, firefighting, charter, coastal patrol/rescue, medical flights, environmental patrols) and
commercial air carrier services. The airport would like to expand its flight training, charter operations, and air carrier service
to targeted markets. Analysis shows that the airport is well equipped to meet these service demands and its relatively high
Tourism (CA) index indicates that there is a strong potential for expansion of air carrier service.
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