Key West International Airport

Airport: Key West International
Airport (EYW)
City: Key West, Florida
F L O R I DA D EPA RTM EN T O F T RA NS P ORTATION
A V I AT I O N A N D S PA C E P O RT S O F F I C E

County: Monroe County
Owner: Monroe County
Role: Commercial Service Airport

KEY WEST INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Located approximately 160
miles southwest of Miami, Key
West International Airport is
the southernmost airport in
the continental United States.
The airport has one 4,801-foot
runway. Facilities at the airport are
capable of supporting a range of
general aviation aircraft and some
commercial aircraft.

Existing Facilities
Key West International Airport features a single runway, runway 9/27, paved with grooved
asphalt in good condition. The runway measures 4,801 feet long by 100 feet wide and is
equipped with medium intensity edge lights, runway end identifier lights, precision approach
path indicator lights, and RNAV GPS instrument approaches. Each runway end is equipped
with an engineered material arresting system. The runway is served by a full length parallel
taxiway. The airport’s fixed bas operator, Signature Flight Support, offers a range of services
and amenities, including fueling, ground handling, aircraft parking, and courtesy cars. The
airport also has an air traffic control tower that is attended daily from 7:00am to 9:00pm. The
airport’s unique 78,355-sqaure foot commercial airline terminal is split into two buildings:
an older terminal building that houses the six airline gates and departure area, and a newer
terminal building elevated over the parking lot that houses ticketing and TSA screening.
The terminal features all the usual passenger amenities, including car rentals, shops, and
restaurants. The terminal area also includes a fire rescue station, a Monroe County Sheriff’s
Office station, a U.S. Customs and Border Protection facility, and a FedEx cargo facility.
For more information, please visit EYW’s website at:
http://eyw.com/

Airport Classification

Nonhub Primary airports account for at least 10,000 but
less than 0.25% of national passenger boardings. There
are 247 Nonhubs nationwide and 6 in Florida, including
Key West International Airport. Nonhub Primary airports
typically serve a large volume of general aviation activity
with fewer passenger and air cargo operations. More
information can be found at https://www.faa.gov/airports/
planning_capacity/npias/.

Community Service
Key West International Airport serves as the primary commercial and general aviation
gateway to the Florida Keys. The airport plays an important role in the tourism industry of
the Keys, as most visitors to the islands travel by air. Commercial airline service at the airport
is provided by four carriers: American Airlines, Silver Airways, Delta, and United Airlines. In
addition to these commercial airlines, multiple airport tenant businesses offer private charter
and air taxi flights. Other tenants at the airport tend to focus on recreational and sport flying,
offering sightseeing tours, seaplane rides, and helicopter tours. The airport also occasionally
accommodates military operations, usually from Navy and Coast Guard helicopters.

Current and Forecast Demand
According to Florida Aviation System Plan data, in 2014 there were 66 aircraft based at Key West
International Airport. During the same time period, there were 23,725 commercial operations and
30,100 general aviation operations, for a total of 53,825 operations. For the 12-month period ending
on December 31, 2016, 58 percent of operations were transient general aviation, 27 percent were
commercial, nine percent were air taxi, four percent were local general aviation, and two percent were
military. The current Airport Reference Code for Key West International Airport is C-III.
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Key West International Airport primarily supports corporate business
activity, freight activity, and recreational flying. The airport’s location
makes it vital to serving the local community of Key West, which is
one of Florida’s major tourist destinations. Most people who visit the
Florida Keys travel by air. Therefore, the airport mainly supports tourists,
whose spending greatly contributes to the airport’s economic impact.
The airport also supports recreational flying activities such as biplane
rides, sight-seeing tours, and helicopter tours. The airport also provides
corporate charters for business and vacation use.
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Key West International Airport is located in Monroe County, just east of
the city of Key West. The airport has one runway that measures 4,801
feet. The airport supports a range of general aviation and commercial
aircraft.
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Other Airport Characteristics
Key West International Airport has recently completed several airport improvement projects. In 2018, the airport completed
rehabilitation of the commercial apron area and a $10 million milling and overlay of new pavement on the runway. The
runway was also lengthened by 270 feet and the shoulders widened from 10 to 20 feet.

Current and Future System Service
Requirements/Recommendations
The airport provides Business/Recreational (banner towing, sightseeing, charter), Corporate, Tourism, and Flight Training
services. The airport plans to expand its corporate operations. Analysis indicates that the airport is best suited for providing
Recreational/Sport, Tourism, Flight Training, and Corporate services. Any expansion of the airport is seriously hampered by
environmental concerns. It is expected that the airport will continue to provide Tourism service in the future because of the
nature of the destination.
Based on the infrastructure planning analysis for Key West International Airport, the following depicts the airport’s current
levels of service as well as the types and levels of service that the airport will likely be required to accommodate by the
year 2030:
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