Herlong Recreational Airport

Airport: Herlong Recreational
Airport (HEG)
City: Jacksonville, Florida
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County: Duval County
Owner: Jacksonville Aviation Authority
Role: General Aviation Airport

HERLONG RECREATIONAL AIRPORT

Located in Duval County, Herlong
Recreational Airport serves many
types of general aviation activities.
With its two runways, the longest of
which is 3,999 feet, the airport can
accommodate a wide range of twinengine general aviation aircraft. The
airport’s terminal is ideal for serving
local users as well as those visiting
the area.

Existing Facilities
Facilities at the Herlong Recreational Airport include runway 07/25 and runway 11/29. Runway
07/25 is asphalt and measures 3,999 feet by 100 feet. It utilizes the RNAV GPS instrument
approach procedure. Runway 11/29 is asphalt and measures 3,500 feet by 100 feet. The two
runways intersect and are equipped with medium intensity runway edge lights and precision
approach path indicators. Both runways are also in good condition and served by 50-foot
wide taxiways. Other facilities at the airport include a 4,000 square-foot terminal that serves
pilots and passengers. There are also 65 tie-downs and 101 covered parking spaces between
the airport’s T-hangars and conventional hangars to store aircraft. The airport includes 100LL
fuel and JET-A fuel for its users.
For more information, please visit HEG’s website at:
http://www.flyjacksonville.com/Home.aspx?sMP=HERLONG

Airport Classification

Regional airports support regional economies
by connecting communities to statewide and
interstate markets. There are 492 Regional
Asset airports nationwide and 30 within Florida,
including Herlong Recreational Airport. More
information can be found in the Federal Aviation
Administration’s ASSET Studies at https://www.
faa.gov/airports/planning_capacity/ga_study/.

Community Service
The Herlong Recreational Airport plays an important role in serving the GA needs of
the region. The airport primarily serves recreational, light sport, skydiving, gliders, and
experimental aircraft, but occasional flight training and business users as well. The airport’s
role as a recreational airport helps relieve GA activity at Jacksonville International Airport. The
airport has two businesses located at it that provide flight training and about 30 percent of
the airport’s annual operations are related to flight training. These flight training businesses
employ 6 flight instructors and have 6 based aircraft. The airport also estimates that 10
percent of its annual operations are business-related and approximately 5 percent of its
based aircraft are owned by local businesses. The airport also attracts a number of transient
or visiting aircraft. For the 12-month period ending on February 22, 2017, about 53 percent
of the airport’s annual operations were attributable to local aviation while approximately 43
percent were due to transient aviation. Visiting businesses that fly into the airport include the
Barnhill Restaurant, Clay Mobile Homes, Duval Asphalt, and Canadian Steel.

Current and Forecast Demand
The Herlong Recreational Airport serves many facets of GA. As of 2014, there were 187 based aircraft
and a total of 80,700 annual operations at the airport. Of the based aircraft, the majority are single-engine
airplanes with the remaining being multi-engine airplanes, helicopters, gliders, and ultralights. Most of the
based aircraft are stored in T-hangars or conventional hangars with the rest stored on paved tie-downs.
The largest plane that uses the airport on a regular basis is a Lear 45/Citation 3 and the current Airport
Reference is B-II. Historic and forecast FDOT aviation activity information on file for Herlong Airport is as
follows:
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Herlong Recreational Airport is located eight miles southwest of downtown
Jacksonville. The airport has two runways, with the longest runway
measuring 3,999 feet. The airport primarily serves general aviation and
experimental aircraft, but occasionally supports corporate activity as well.
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Economic Impact

The airport has been Northeast Florida’s primary location for light sport
aircraft, skydiving, gliders, and other experimental aircraft since the 1960s.
The airport is home to the Soaring Society Glider Club and most of the
based 150 aircraft are general aviation aircraft. The Goodyear Blimp can
frequently be spotted at the airport before heading to sporting events.
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The airport also supports avionics, aircraft maintenance and repair, aerial
photography, banner towing, flight training, and public charters. Airport
businesses include a private charter company, a flight school, a skydiving
business, and a maintenance shop. First Coast Flight Center is the fixed
base operator (FBO), providing hangar space, tie down areas, and fueling
facilities.
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Other Airport Characteristics
The Herlong Recreational Airport mainly serves recreational, flight training, and business activity. The airport currently does
not have any based military aircraft, but it does accommodate transient military operations. Approximately 3 percent of
the airport’s total annual activity is attributable to military operations. The airport also occasionally accommodates banner
towing and the Goodyear Blimp.

Current and Future System Service
Requirements/Recommendations
The airport primarily serves recreational/sport and flight training activities, along with moderate corporate business
activities. There are two flight schools located on the airport together offering 8 instructors and 13 aircraft and accounting
for 25,000 annual operations. There is also limited transient military training activity and increasing transient business
aircraft that operate at the airport in addition to gliders and ultralights. The airport would like to develop a parallel turf
runway to accommodate gliders and ultralight aircraft. The airport anticipates continued flight training, recreational/sport,
and air taxi activities on the airfield over the planning period, and would like a runway extension, precision approach, and
additional aircraft storage. The analysis indicates that the airport does not have sufficient runway length nor instrument or
visual approach aids to accommodate advanced corporate activities by larger multi-engine and jet aircraft. However, there
is adequate acreage to support moderate expansion of facilities over the planning period.
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