Merritt Island Airport

Airport: Merritt Island Airport (COI)
City: Merritt Island, Florida
County: Brevard County
F L O R I DA D EPA RTM EN T O F T RA NS P ORTATION
A V I AT I O N A N D S PA C E P O RT S O F F I C E

Owner: Titus-Cocoa Aviation Authority
Role: General Aviation Airport

MERRITT ISLAND AIRPORT

Located in Brevard County,
southeast of Titusville, Merritt Island
Airport serves the general aviation
needs of the local area. With its
single 3,601-foot runway, the airport
accommodates smaller multi-engine
GA aircraft. The airport’s terminal is
ideal for serving local users as well
as those visiting the area.

Existing Facilities
Merritt Island Airport is served by one asphalt runway, runway 11/29. Runway 11/29 measures
3,601 feet by 75 feet and incorporates a full-length parallel taxiway. The runway utilizes RNAV
GPS instrument approaches and features medium intensity edge lights and precision approach
path indicator lights. The airport includes a 3,500 square foot terminal to serve GA pilots and
passengers. There are 50 on-airport auto parking spaces to serve this terminal building. There
are also currently over 100 tie-downs and the T-hangars and conventional hangars combined
offer 139 covered parking spaces for the airport’s GA aircraft. The fixed base operator, Space
Coast Aviation, provides a full range of GA services.
For more information, please visit Merritt Island Airport’s website at:
http://www.ticoairportauthority.com/merritt-island-airport--coi-.html

Airport Classification

Regional airports support regional economies by
connecting communities to statewide and interstate
markets. There are 492 Regional Asset airports nationwide
and 30 within Florida, including Merritt Island Airport.
More information can be found in the Federal Aviation
Administration’s ASSET Studies at https://www.faa.gov/
airports/planning_capacity/ga_study/.

Community Service
Merritt Island Airport accommodates small GA aircraft while also serving the GA needs of
the local area. The airport property and facilities are owned, operated, and maintained by
the Titusville-Cocoa Airport Authority. In addition, the Titusville-Cocoa Airport Authority
also owns and operates Arthur Dunn Airpark and Space Coast Regional Airport, both in
Brevard County. The main activities that occur at the airport are recreational flying and flight
training. Flight training businesses located at the airport account for roughly 60 percent
of the airport’s annual operations. While the airport does support flight training, it has no
aviation training programs connected with local colleges, universities, or technical schools.
GA operations by corporate and business users also occur at the airport. The airport
estimates that less than 5 percent of its annual GA operations are business related while
approximately 5 percent of the aircraft based at the airport are business related.
Merritt Island Airport is situated close to local beaches, which makes it ideal for banner
towing aircraft advertising. The airport’s location also makes it convenient for visitors
who are traveling to Cocoa Beach or Port Canaveral. In 2017, approximately 56 percent
of operations were due to local aircraft, while about 42 percent of operations were from
transient aircraft. The airport is also involved in local environmental preservation such
as the Seagrass Restoration Environmental Project. The airport’s tenants support aerial
photography, fire rescue, aviation manufacturing repair, and flight training. There is also an FBO, Space
Coast Aviation, located at the airport to serve local and transient users’ needs.

Current and Forecast Demand

The Merritt Island Airport plays an important role in serving all facets of GA. As of 2014, there were 156
based aircraft and 113,500 total operations at the airport. The majority of the based aircraft are singleengine airplanes with the rest being multi-engine airplanes, jet airplanes, and helicopters. Of the total
based aircraft, approximately 38 percent are stored on paved tiedowns and 62 percent are in T-hangars or
conventional hangars. The airport presently reports 106 aircraft on the waiting list for hangars. The largest
plane that uses the airport on a regular basis is the King Air 200. The current Airport Reference Code for
the airport is B-I.
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The airport primarily supports recreational flying,
environmental patrol, and flight training. Banner towing
companies take advantage of the airport’s location
close to pristine beaches. While the airport primarily
supports recreational flying and flight training, its location
is also convenient for visitors to Cocoa Beach or Port
Canaveral. A fixed base operator (FBO) and repair
maintenance shop located at the airport serve local and
transient users.
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Merritt Island Airport is located in Brevard County along
Florida’s Atlantic Coast, about 40 miles east of Orlando.
The airport has one runway that measures 3,601 feet.
The airport accommodates smaller general aviation
aircraft and serves the general aviation needs of the local
area.
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Other Airport Characteristics
Merritt Island Airport is mainly utilized for recreational flying and flight training. In 2017, about one percent of the airport’s
operations were due to air taxi operations. Helicopter operations also contribute to air traffic at the airport and approximately
two percent of the annual operations are due to helicopter operations. The airport is also utilized for local law enforcement
and is home to the Brevard County Sheriff’s Aviation Unit. The airport does not experience any military activity.

Current and Future System Service
Requirements/Recommendations
The airport provides Flight Training, Recreational/Sport (experimental, ultralights), Business/Recreational (banner towing,
sightseeing, fire fighting, charter, coastal patrol/rescue, medical flights), Corporate, and Tourism (CA) services. The airport
plans to increase its flight training, recreational, and charter operations. The analysis indicates that the airport is best suited
for providing Recreational/Sport, and Tourism (CA) services. It is suitable for Flight Training, and Business/Recreational
services. It is not considered well suited for Corporate services because its lack of an air traffic control tower and short
runway (3,601 feet).
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