Airglades Airport

Airport: Airglades Airport (2IS)
City: Clewiston, Florida
County: Hendry County
F L O R I DA D EPA RTM EN T O F T RA NS P ORTATION
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Owner: Hendry County
Role: General Aviation Airport

AIRGLADES AIRPORT

Located in Hendry County
approximately seven miles from
Clewiston, Airglades Airport
serves a variety of general aviation
activities. With its single 5,901-foot
runway, the airport accommodates
multi-engine general aviation
aircraft.

Existing Facilities
Airglades Airport has two intersecting runways, of which one is active. The turf runway is
closed because it is not approved by the FAA. The main runway, Runway 13/31, is paved
with asphalt in good condition. This runway measures 5,901 feet long by 75 feet wide and is
equipped with medium intensity runway edge lights, precision approach path indicator lights,
and RNAV GPS instrument approaches. The runway is also served by a full-length paved
parallel taxiway. There is an administration building with 1,500 square feet of space. There
are 25 paved auto parking spaces, 23 tie-downs for the general aviation aircraft. Between the
airport’s T-hangars and conventional hangars, there are 20 covered parking spaces for aircraft.
The airport has identified several initiatives as necessary in the near term, including the
installation of an AWOS, development of additional T-hangars, and a clear approach. The
airport had its most recent master plan completed in 1993 and its most recent airport layout
plan (ALP) completed in 1995.

Airport Classification

Local airports serve communities by providing access to
primarily intrastate and some interstate markets. There are
1,278 Local Asset airports nationwide and 29 within Florida,
including Airglades Airport. More information can be found
in the Federal Aviation Administration’s ASSET Studies at
https://www.faa.gov/airports/planning_capacity/ga_study/.

Community Service
Airglades Airport currently supports the general aviation needs of the local area, primarily
through business flights, recreational flying, and flight training. Business flights at the airport
are usually related to the agricultural industry, as Hendry County is a major grower of sugar
cane, sweet corn, and oranges. Airport management estimates that two to three flights
per week are business flights associated with agricultural companies such as U.S. Sugar,
headquartered in nearby Clewiston, Florida.
Recreational flying is another important aspect of the general aviation activity at Airglades
Airport. The airport’s rural location halfway between the Fort Myers and West Palm Beach
areas have made it a popular location for skydiving, with airport tenant business Skydive
Spaceland Florida offering skydiving training and jumps. Flight training is also common at
the airport. Airport tenant Jacobs Flight Services provides a wide range of aviation services
including flight training, UAV drone pilot licensing and photography, aircraft maintenance, air
charters, and aircraft rentals.

Current and Forecast Demand
According to Florida Aviation System Plan data, in 2014 there were 23 aircraft based at Airglades Airport.
During the same time period, there were 11,527 general aviation operations. For the 12-month period
ending on October 25, 2016, 60 percent of all operations were local general aviation, 40 percent were
transient general aviation, and less than one percent were military. The current Airport Reference Code for
Airglades Airport is B-II.
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The airport primarily supports recreational flying,
business activity, and flight training. Recreational uses
include sky diving and helicopter flights. The airport’s
tenant, Sky Dive Space Land, supports this recreational
activity. The airport also provides a convenient location
for local pilots to offer military and flight trainings. The
airport offers aircraft maintenance and two fixed base
operators (FBOs) to serve local and transient visitors.
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Airglades Airport is in Hendry County, approximately 55
miles east of Fort Myers. The airport has one runway that
measures 5,903 feet. The airport accommodates general
aviation aircraft.
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Other Airport Characteristics
Hendry County is currently working with a consortium of private agricultural and shipping companies to transition the
airport to private ownership for the development of a large scale commercial facility specializing in perishable cargo. The
plans call for a new 10,000 foot runway to accommodate large commercial cargo jets as well as the development of
supporting cargo facilities, such as a cooled perishable air cargo complex. The Hendry County board has recently agreed
to the sale of the airport to the consortium, Airglades International Airport LLC, while further development is pending FAA
approval.

Current and Future System Service
Requirements/Recommendations
This airport caters to skydiving operations, making Recreational/Sport its primary current service. It has no flight schools,
nor does it have any plans to obtain one. It also reports a high level of agricultural spraying, making it a Business/
Recreational service airport as well. It expects to continue serving skydivers, so it will continue to be a Recreational/Sport
airport. Its second highest quotient was in the Tourism category, making Tourism (CA) a potential future service. It had the
same quotient in Corporate and Business/Recreational. It is expected to continue serving Business/Recreational needs
(because of the combination of its charter, agricultural spraying, military, medical flights, and environmental patrols) and has
the same relative capability to meet Corporate needs, based on the identical quotients.
General Aviation Airport Role

Business/Recreational

Recreational/Sport
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