Clearwater Air Park

Airport: Clearwater Airpark (CLW)
City: Clearwater, Florida
County: Pinellas County
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Owner: City of Clearwater
Role: General Aviation Airport

CLEARWATER AIRPARK

Located on a 57-acre site within the
city limits of Clearwater, Clearwater
Air Park serves a variety of general
aviation activities. With its single
4,108-foot runway, the airport can
accommodate small single-engine
and multi-engine general aviation
aircraft. The airport’s terminal is ideal
for serving local users as well as
those visiting the area.

Existing Facilities
Facilities at the Clearwater Air Park include runway 16/34. Runway 16/34 is asphalt and
measures 4,108 feet by 75 feet. It is equipped with medium intensity runway edge lights and
visual approach slope indicators and is served by a full-length parallel taxiway. The runway
is also newly resurfaced and is in excellent condition. Other airport facilities include a 3,600
square-foot terminal building with 25 on-airport auto-parking positions. There are also currently
54 tie-downs, 40 covered parking spaces, 47 T-hangars, and two 9,600 square-foot corporate
hangars for aircraft at the airport. There is 100LL fuel and JET-A fuel available at the airport for
aircraft refuelling needs.
For more information, please visit CLW’s website at:
http://www.clearwaterairpark.net/

Airport Classification

Local airports serve communities by providing
access to primarily intrastate and some interstate
markets. There are 1,278 Local Asset airports
nationwide and 29 within Florida, including
Clearwater Airpark. More information can be
found in the Federal Aviation Administration’s
ASSET Studies at https://www.faa.gov/airports/
planning_capacity/ga_study/.

Community Service
The Clearwater Airpark plays an important role in serving the GA needs of the region. The
most frequent use of the airport is recreational flying that takes place mainly by local aviators.
For the 12-month period ending on December 13, 2016, approximately 90 percent of all
operations were attributable to local aviation while about 10 percent were due to transient
aviation. Another common use of the airport is for flight training. A flight school at the
airport offers helicopter and airplane flight trainings and attracts students from all over the
state. Business users also utilize the airport on occasion. It is estimated that 5 percent of
the airport’s annual operations are business related and about 5 percent of the airport’s
based aircraft are owned by local businesses. Local companies and organizations that use
the air park’s facilities include the Lightning Master, AIRCOM Leasing Services, Civil Air
Patrol, Experimental Aircraft Association, Knight Enterprises, Metal Industries, and Seabird
Sanctuary. The air park also supports a small industrial park that houses approximately 100
businesses and is completely built out. Other activities that occur occasionally at the airport
include aerial photography, local news reporting, and helicopter sight-seeing flights. Military
and air taxi operations also occur minimally at the airport with each accounting for about 1
percent of its annual operations. Coast Guard helicopters primarily perform transient military
operations

Current and Forecast Demand
The Clearwater Airpark serves the GA needs of the community. As of 2014, there were 85 based aircraft
and a total of 50,590 annual operations at the airport. Of the based aircraft, the majority are single-engine
airplanes with the remaining being multi-engine airplanes and helicopters. It is estimated that 38 percent
of the based aircraft are stored on paved tie-downs, 34 percent are stored in T-hangars or conventional
hangars, and 28 percent are stored under shade hangars. The air park presently reports a waiting list for
hangars that shows 20 aircraft. The largest class of airplane that now operates at the air park on a regular
basis is a Cheyenne III and the current Airport Reference Code is B-1. Historic and forecast FDOT aviation
activity information on file for Clearwater Air Park is as follows:
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The airpark primarily supports recreational flying. The airpark also
offers flight training for helicopters and airplanes, as well as search
and rescue training. Aerial photography and helicopter sight-seeing
flights are a frequent occurrence and Action 4 News also conducts
local traffic and news reporting at the airpark. The airpark occasionally
supports business activity and offers chartered flights. An aircraft
maintenance shop is located at the airpark to serve its users. Coast
Guard helicopters often use the airpark, which is also used as a
staging area during disaster relief efforts. The airpark also hosts an
open house every two years to introduce the community to the airpark,
which attracts over 2,500 people.
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Clearwater Airpark is located in Pinellas County, approximately three
miles northeast of downtown Clearwater. The airpark has one runway
that measures 4,108 feet. The airpark accommodates small general
aviation aircraft and serves a variety of general aviation activities.
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Other Airport Characteristics
The Clearwater Airpark is mainly utilized for recreational flying, flight training, and business activity. The airpark is also
ideally located above sea level to stage operations in emergency situations and times of flooding. The airpark engages in
the community by holding young eagle’s events 3 to 4 times a year. It also hosts an open house event every two years that
attracts over 2,500 people.

Current and Future System Service
Requirements/Recommendations
The air park provides Recreational/Sport, and Flight Training services. The air park plans to increase its flight training,
recreational, and charter operations. The analysis indicates that the air park is best suited for providing Recreational/Sport,
Tourism (CA), and Flight Training services. The lack of an air traffic control tower and the short runway (4,108 feet) make
the air park less viable for Corporate services. Based on the infrastructure planning analysis for Clearwater Air Park, the
following depicts the air park’s current levels of service, as well as the types and levels of service that the air park will likely
be required to accommodate by the year 2030:
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