Existing Facilities
Airport Manatee is a privately-owned, public use, basic airport with limited airside and landside
facilities. The turf runway, Runway 07/25, is 3,323 feet long by 100 feet wide, irrigated, and in
good condition. The airport has low intensity taxiway lighting (LITL) and runway end identifier
lights (REILs). The administration office is adjacent to the T-hangar building and is roughly 300
square feet. There are no designated auto parking spaces and no general aviation terminal at
the airport. There are currently 20 tie-downs, 23 T-hangars, and 47 hood storage spaces
available.
Reeder Farms, Airport Manatee’s owner/operator, is satisfied with the condition of Airport
Manatee’s current facilities and does not have any major projects underway or planned in the
near future. As people request hangars, the airport will build and rent them. The airport’s
objective is to serve recreational pilots with a low-budget facility. The turf runway, hangars, and
fuel storage are maintained and are in good condition. There is a maintenance hangar but it is
a private owner simply renting space from the airport. The airport only controls the hangar
rental and not the maintenance operation. Pavement, taxiways, and other capital projects are
not likely within the next 10 years.
Eventually, there will be a need for new managers at Airport Manatee as the Reeder family
ages. If the Reeder children are not interested in taking over airport obligations, Reeder Farms
would like to sell the airport to an entity that will continue to expand the business. Reeder
Farms feels there is an opportunity to serve air ambulance needs and a growing demand for air
taxi and charter operations. There is also plenty of land to extend the runway to 6,000 feet,
build hangars, and construct warehouses to provide an airfreight facility between Sarasota and
St. Petersburg.

Current and Forecast Demand
GENERAL AVIATION
Aviation activity at Airport Manatee is comprised of recreational and sport aviation. In 2002,
there were 105 based aircraft at Airport Manatee. Twenty aircraft were tied down, 23 were in Thangars, and 62 were under hoods. Since then, the number of based aircraft has decreased to
55 as reported in 2013. There is no FDOT work program for the airport because it is a private
airport. A small twin Cessna is the largest class of airplane that now operates at the airport on a
regular basis, and its current Airport Reference Code (ARC) as defined by FAA Advisory
Circular 150/5300-13 is a B-II. Airport Manatee’s annual service volume (ASV) is estimated at
120,000 operations.
The airport has no aviation training programs that are connected with any of the local colleges,
universities, or technical schools.
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Historic and forecast FDOT aviation activity information on file for Airport Manatee is as follows:

Airport Manatee
Based Aircraft
General Aviation Operations
Commercial Operations
Enplanements

2013

2018

2023

2033

55
7,100
N/A
N/A

58
7,839
N/A
N/A

62
8,655
N/A
N/A

70
10,550
N/A
N/A

Sources:
2013 Based Aircraft and Annual Aircraft Operations: FAA Form 5010, Airport Master Record, for the year
ending on 11/20/2013.
2018, 2023, and 2033 Forecasts: FDOT Aviation and Spaceports Office.

COMMUNITY SERVICES
In its current role, the airport focuses on serving pilots in pursuit of sport and recreational flying.
Although specific activity breakdowns are unknown, few operations are business-related and a
small number of based planes are used by businesses. An agricultural company bases a plane
at Airport Manatee and other companies in the area have some dependency on the airport.
There are at least two known transient users with repeat business to the airport. There is
medium-level usage by other transient users. Port Manatee, a large port for cruise ships, is only
one mile from the airport. Various business planes fly into the airport en route to Port Manatee
and stay for a few hours. A concrete business and a nursery also fly clients in for business.
Although there are no flight schools based at the airport, there are two flight trainers that utilize
the airport to provide ultralight instruction on occasion. None of the planes based at the airport
are dedicated solely to flight training. Limited training operations originate from Airport
Manatee; however, flight training is supported from other airports.
Presently, there is not a Part 135 operator at Airport Manatee and businesses and individuals
do not rent aircraft on the airport. The airport will continue to develop its infrastructure as
demand encourages growth but support for Very Light Jets (VLJ) aircraft is unlikely unless the
grass runway were to be paved.
There are no industrial parks associated with the airport but there are roughly 600 acres of
industrial parks with good occupancy levels within 2 miles of the airport. Reeder Farms has 240
undeveloped acres zoned for industrial use adjacent to Port Manatee. Although there are no
military aircraft based at the airport at this time, the airport does accommodate transient military
operations. Approximately 100 operations per year are attributable to military operations. In the
future, there is also an opportunity for air ambulance aircraft to use Airport Manatee to provide
service to Palmetto and other surrounding communities.
OTHER AIRPORT CHARACTERISTICS
The future of Airport Manatee is uncertain at this point. The airport has an additional 360 acres
of land owned by Reeder Farms available for future development but management will only
expand the airport acreage when demand for expansion is warranted. This growth plan has
worked effectively in the past and allows for steady growth in the future. The airport does
foresee increased levels of flight training, recreational and sport aircraft, and more business
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operations, and expects more activity by medium sized twin-engine planes. Eventually, Airport
Manatee hopes to be an airport that can accommodate air taxi and commuter operations.
CURRENT AND FUTURE SYSTEM SERVICE REQUIREMENTS / RECOMMENDATIONS
The airport reports a large amount of flight training and recreational activity. It also has modest
levels of agricultural spraying, making it a Business/Recreational airport. The airport expects it
will serve increased levels of flight training and recreational aviation and received relatively high
quotients in the analysis in both categories. It did not receive a high quotient in the Corporate or
Business/Recreational service categories, mainly because of its short runway and lack of an
instrument approach. It received a relatively high quotient in Tourism (CA), making this a
potential future service.

Current Service

Future Service

X

X

COMMERCIAL SERVICE ROLE
Tourism
Business
Air Cargo
International
GENERAL AVIATION AIRPORT ROLE
Flight Training

X

Corporate
Tourism
Recreational / Sport

X

X

Business / Recreational

X

X
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