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Existing Facilities
Buchan Airport has one turf runway, Runway 12/30, which measures 2,040 feet long and 120 feet
wide. There is no taxiway. There is no runway lighting and the overall condition of the turf runway
is fair. There are no facilities on the site. There are two tie-downs and the master plan identifies
the need for additional tie-downs. There are no T-hangars but there is a designated unpaved
parking area.
The airport has identified several initiatives necessary to serve general aviation demand in the
near term, including the development of an airport master plan, removal of obstructions, and
acquisition of maintenance equipment.

Current and Forecast Demand
GENERAL AVIATION
The largest airplanes that use the facility on a regular basis are single-engine fixed-wing aircraft.
The current Airport Reference Code for the airport is A-I. The airport currently reports eight based
aircraft at the airport. That aircraft are stored on tie-downs and there are no other planes or
hangars located on the airport property. There are eight private hangars adjacent to the property
along Osceola Drive.
Historic and forecast FDOT aviation activity information on file for the airport are as follows:
2013
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Source: FDOT Aviation and Spaceports Office
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Community Services
The roles of this airport are primarily to serve the residents who own land adjacent to the property
and secondarily to serve the local community. The airport mainly serves recreational users;
however, flight training schools do perform occasional touch-and-go operations at Buchan. There
are no flight schools based on the field and there are no recorded numbers that quantify how
many operations at Buchan are related to flight training. There are no Part 135 operators, rental
aircraft, business activity, or commercial airline trips generated from this airfield. There are no
based business jets or industrial parks located on or near the airfield. It is estimated that less than
one percent of Buchan’s total operations relate to military activity.
There are factors that could inhibit the future growth of the airport. The first, which is an
environmental issue, is a drainage canal along the airport’s northern boundary. The canal flows
into a boat basin and then flows to Lemon Bay. The second factor is a developmental issue. In
close proximity to the airport there are already established residential areas to the east, west, and
south of Buchan Airport. Though the airport sees itself experiencing some growth in the future,
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residents within the county would like to see Buchan maintain its current role in the system. The
airport’s vision for its future is to maintain minimal growth and to continue operating with virtually
no infrastructure. Ideally, the only aircraft that will operate in this airfield will be single-engine fixedwing aircraft.
The airport is not included in the FAA’s National Plan of Integrated Airport Systems (NPIAS). In
the Economic Impact Study conducted by the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT)
Aviation and Spaceports Office in 2014, the airport was determined to have the following annual
economic impacts:

The annual economic impact of Buchan Airport is associated with direct impacts that come from
its tenants located at the airport. Indirect impacts are associated with spending from visitors who
arrive in the area via general aviation aircraft.

Other Airport Characteristics
It is estimated that 10 to 15 percent of the operations at Buchan Airport are attributed to flight
training and 80 to 85 percent of the annual operations that occur at the airport are attributed to
recreational flying. It is also estimated that one air taxi/charter a year and no local or transient
business users depend on the airport. There are no military aircraft based at Buchan Airport, but
the airport does support military operations.
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Current and Future System Service Requirements/Recommendations
The airport is used predominately for recreational aviation. There are no flight schools on the
airport, nor are there any plans to provide flight training in the future. According to the analysis,
the airport's best use will continue to be Recreational/Sport.
COMMERCIAL SERVICE ROLE
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