Existing Facilities
Peter O. Knight Airport is served by two intersecting asphalt runways. These runways are
Runway 034/22, which is 3,580 feet long by 100 feet wide and Runway 18/36, which is 2,687
feet long by 75 feet wide. Both runways are served by full-length parallel taxiways. The airport
has a 3,965 square-foot terminal to serve general aviation pilots and passengers. There are
136 on-airport auto parking positions that serve the terminal building.
As part of its process to plan for near term and longer-term development needs, the airport has
completed an NDB replacement project and installed an AWOS system.
The airport had its most recent master plan completed in 1994 and it was updated in 2003. The
master plan is currently undergoing another update.

Current and Forecast Demand
GENERAL AVIATION
Flight training is a primary component of this airport’s general aviation activity. Roughly 50
percent of the airport’s annual operations are related to flight training. There is one business
located on the airport that provides flight training. This business employs eight total flight
instructors and has 11 aircraft that are based at the airport. General aviation operations by
corporate and business users are also common at the airport. The airport estimates that 10
percent of its annual general aviation operations are business related. Approximately one
percent of the airport’s based aircraft are owned by local businesses. Local companies that use
the airport’s general aviation facilities include United Landmark and Nebraska Printing. The
airport also attracts a number of transient or visiting general aviation aircraft. The FBO does not
track the number of transient businesses that use the airport. Approximately 10 percent of all
visiting general aviation aircraft fall into the business jet category.
The largest class of airplane that uses the airport on a regular basis is the Group II. The current
Airport Reference Code (ARC) as defined by FAA Advisory Circular 150/5300-13 for the airport
is B-II. General aviation constitutes a considerable portion of the airport’s annual activity.
According to airport-reported information, there are 106 based general aviation aircraft. The
majority of the aircraft are located in T-hangars and bulk hangar facilities. The airport has a
waiting list for hangars.
The airport has aviation training programs in connection with Hillsborough County Community
College.
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Historic and forecast FDOT aviation activity information on file for Peter O. Knight Airport are as
follows:

Peter O. Knight Airport
Based Aircraft
General Aviation Operations
Commercial Operations
Enplanements

2013

2018

2023

2033

106
53,800
N/A
N/A

111
55,848
N/A
N/A

117
57,974
N/A
N/A

128
62,472
N/A
N/A

Sources:
2013 Based Aircraft and General Aviation Operations: FAA Form 5010, Airport Master Record, for the
year ending on 11/20/2013.
2018, 2023, and 2033 Forecasts: FDOT Aviation and Spaceports Office.

COMMUNITY SERVICES
In its current role, the airport focuses primarily on serving general aviation aircraft. The airport
does support recreational activity, but it does not see itself trying to attract additional users in
this category in the future. The airport accommodates flight training activity and envisions
increasing its role as a provider of flight training services. The airport could support Very Light
Jet (VLJ) aircraft related to air taxi operations. The airport’s future role is not limited by
competition from other larger airports or by a lack of funds to fully implement the airport’s longterm development plans. The airport reports that, despite manmade, environmental, and
community factors that will limit its future system role, it sees itself experiencing significant
growth in the coming years. The airport’s vision for its future is to continue to provide a firstclass airport facility.
Peter O. Knight Airport was identified as a “Regional” airport in the FAA’s 2012 GA Asset Study.
The complete Asset Study with details about the different airport categories and the services
they provide can be found at http://www.faa.gov/airports/planning_capacity/ga_study/. The
airport is designated as a reliever airport for both the current year and 5-year horizon in the
FAA’s 2015-2019 National Plan of Integrated Airport Systems (NPIAS) report. The full NPIAS
report can be found at http://www.faa.gov/airports/planning_capacity/npias/. Additionally, in the
Economic Impact Study conducted by the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT)
Aviation and Spaceports Office in 2014, Peter O. Knight Airport was determined to have the
following annual economic impacts:
-

Total employment: 297.
Total payroll: $8,062,000.
Total economic output: $31,559,000.

OTHER AIRPORT CHARACTERISTICS
The current role of Peter O. Knight Airport is to serve as a general aviation reliever airport for
Tampa International Airport and to offer aircraft services and flight instruction. From 1935 to
1946, the airport was the main commercial airline facility serving Tampa and the surrounding
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area. In 1945, the Hillsborough County Aviation Authority was formed and took over the
operation of what was to become today’s Tampa International Airport. This event prompted
Eastern Airlines and National Airlines to move their operations from Peter O. Knight to Tampa
International Airport.
CURRENT AND FUTURE SYSTEM SERVICE REQUIREMENTS / RECOMMENDATIONS
The airport provides Recreational/Sport (experimental), Flight Training, Business/Recreational
(charter) services. The airport plans to increase its flight training and charter operations. The
analysis indicates that the airport is best suited for providing Recreational/Sport, and Tourism
(CA) services. It is marginally suitable for providing Flight Training, Business/Recreational, and
Corporate services. Due to the "downtown" location of the airport, it is not considered prudent
to promote Flight Training as a service in the future.
Based on the infrastructure planning analysis for Peter O. Knight Airport, the following depicts
the airport’s current levels of service as well as the types and levels of service that the airport
will likely be required to accommodate by the year 2030:

Current Service

Future Service

Flight Training

X

X

Corporate

X

X

Tourism

X

X

Recreational / Sport

X

X

Business / Recreational

X

X

COMMERCIAL SERVICE ROLE
Tourism
Business
Air Cargo
International
GENERAL AVIATION AIRPORT ROLE
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