Existing Facilities
St. Petersburg-Clearwater International Airport (PIE) is served by a number of airside and
landside facilities. Four runways serve the airport. Four runways serve the Airport; Runway
04/22 (5,903 feet long by 150 feet wide), Runway 09/27 (5,165 feet long by 150 feet wide),
Runway 17L/35R (9,730 feet long by 150 feet wide), and Runway 17R/35L (4,000 feet long by
75 feet wide). These runways are all asphalt and are generally in good to excellent condition.
The runways are served by parallel taxiways, except Runway 17R/35L. PIE has a 150,000square foot passenger terminal building, served by 11 aircraft gates. The Airport also has two
Fixed Base Operators to serve general aviation pilots and passengers. Currently, there are 76
tie-downs for general aviation aircraft, and between the airport’s T-Hangars and conventional
hangars, 245 covered parking spaces for aircraft.
The most recent update to PIE’s Master Plan was completed in January 2004. The following
projects are either currently underway or planned for the near future:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Runway 04/22 Pavement Rehabilitation & Lighting
Storm Water Master Drainage Plan
Internal Roadway Improvements
Inline Baggage System
Wildlife Management Plan
Terminal Building Renovation Phase II

In an effort to support continued growth, the airport has identified the following long term
improvement projects:
1. Runway 09-27 Conversion to a Taxiway
2. Airport Golf Course Redevelopment – Aviation & Business Park Use
3. Rehabilitation of Runway 17L-35R

Current and Forecast Demand
COMMERCIAL AND GENERAL AVIATION
St. Petersburg-Clearwater International Airport serves the needs of commercial airlines, military,
air cargo, as well as all facets of general aviation.
PIE has 7 airlines which fly to 32 non-stop destinations. Allegiant Air began service in 2007 and
now serves 22 cities in the Northeast, Southeast, and Mid-west. Allegiant Air continues to grow
their operations, providing travelers convenient, low-cost, non-stop service to cities predominantly
not served by other Tampa Bay area airports. PIE has two seasonal Canadian airlines. Sunwing
serves Toronto while Air Transat flies to Halifax. In 2010, Frontier Airlines began seasonal service
to Milwaukee and Omaha. Vision Airlines provides service to Gulfport-Biloxi and in 2011 added
Destin, Florida, as its newest destination.
PIE’s air cargo area accommodates freight operations for United Parcel Service. The largest
aircraft that uses the airport on a regular basis is the Airbus A300. The current Aircraft Reference
Code for PIE is D-V.
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General aviation constitutes approximately 72% of the PIE’s annual operations. Of the based
aircraft, approximately 25% of the aircraft are kept on paved tie-downs, while the remaining 75%
are stored in T-Hangars or conventional hangars. The Airport presently has a waiting list for
hangar space.
Flight training activity is a component of PIE’s general aviation activity. Roughly 50% of the
airport’s annual operations are attributed to flight training. There are a total of four flight training
schools that employ 27 flight instructors with 38 based aircraft.
Corporate and business users represent approximately 60% of the PIE’s annual general
aviation operations. Approximately 25% of the based aircraft are owned by local businesses.
Local companies that use the airport’s general aviation facilities include Progress Energy, Jabil
Circuit, CPN TV, Hooters, Flying Wings, Sea Coast, Dove Air, WRJ Sales, and Global. The
airport also attracts a number of transient general aviation aircraft, including Bank of America,
Lands End, Boeing, TAG Aviation, American Express, Penske Racing, Allstate Insurance, Sea
Ray Boats, Sun Trust Bank, Dillard’s, and JC Penney. A number of aircraft fall into the business
jet category, but a separate record of this activity is not maintained. Historic and forecast
aviation activity on file with FDOT for St. Petersburg-Clearwater International Airport is as
follows:
St. PetersburgClearwater
International Airport
Based Aircraft
General Aviation
Operations
Commercial
Operations
Enplanements

2009

2014

2019

2029

312

344

380

464

126,319

137,090

148,779

175,233

17,611
381,029

21,468
457,814

26,169
550,073

38,886
794,114

COMMUNITY SERVICES
St. Petersburg-Clearwater International Airport focuses on serving commercial airline, military,
corporate, and general aviation activity and intends on continuing to attract additional users in
these categories.
Physical, environmental, community, and financial factors have an influence on the continued
growth of the airport. Existing roadways that are located south and west of the airport have the
potential of restricting airfield expansion. Plans to realign these roads are currently under
development by Pinellas County. Old Tampa Bay, located north of PIE, is identified as an
environmental factor, along with some community concerns related to aircraft noise. The
airport’s financial vision for its future is to secure financial strategy through growth of aviation
and non-aviation related revenues.
PIE anticipates modest commercial and general aviation service growth in the coming years.
The Airport’s vision for its future is to expand its domestic air service by growing capacity from
existing carriers and attracting new entrant airlines that provide low cost point-to-point service
as well as international non-stop flights from Canada, Europe, Mexico, and South America. A
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key to building air service is to keep airport costs low. PIE has one of the lowest cost per
enplaned passenger of any commercial service airport in Florida which makes them very
attractive to const conscious airlines looking to reduce operating expenses.

OTHER AIRPORT CHARACTERISTICS
Military operations represent approximately 16% of the airport’s annual aircraft operations. The
Airport is home to the U.S. Coast Guard Air Station Clearwater, operating HC-130H Hercules
aircraft and UH-60J Jayhawk helicopters that provide search/rescue, law enforcement, drug
interdiction, and homeland security. PIE also serves as home to the U.S. Army Reserve,
Company C, 5-159 Aviation Regiment and Medical Evacuation Unit, responsible for providing
homeland security using UH-60L Blackhawk helicopters.
Facilities located at the Airport include U.S. Customs and Border Protection, FAA-Operated Air
Traffic Control Tower, and certified maintenance academy (National Aviation Academy). In May
2011, the airport owned and operated golf course closed to support future aviation and business
park development of the 128-acre site. The airport also supports a planned business park
located southwest of the airfield in a Foreign Trade Zone area. The 250-acre business park has
28 sites and is currently 95% occupied.

CURRENT AND FUTURE SYSTEM SERVICE REQUIREMENTS / RECOMMENDATIONS
The Airport currently provides Commercial (Tourism, Business, Air Cargo, and International),
Flight Training, Corporate, Tourism (CA), Recreational/Sport, Fractional Aircraft Ownership and
Sales, and Business/Recreational (charter, military, costal patrol/rescue, medical flights, law
enforcement) services. PIE intends to continue to support both Commercial Service and
Community Airport roles.
In 2010, the St. Petersburg-Clearwater International Airport served 776,087 passengers, and in
2009 there were a total of 776,535 passengers served. Passenger traffic has doubled since
2006. Over the last 4 years, from 2006 to 2010, the Airport has tripled the number of non-stop
destinations they serve with low-cost service to cities in the Midwest, Northeast, Southeast,
Canada, and charters to the Bahamas and Keys.
Allegiant Air represents 83% of the passenger traffic service with non-stop, convenient, low-cost
flights to 22 cities, of which 21 are not currently served by other Tampa Bay airports. Vision
Airlines provides excellent non-stop, low-cost service to Gulfport-Biloxi, Mississippi and
Destin/Ft. Walton Beach, Florida, while seasonal Canadian service to Toronto is provided by
Sunwing Airlines, and service to Halifax by Transat Holidays. At the beginning of 2011, Frontier
Airlines initiated seasonal flights to Milwaukee, Wisconsin and Omaha, Nebraska from PIE. With
the main runway expansion to 9,730 feet completed in early 2006, PIE continues to try to
develop non-stop transatlantic service.
PIE is Tampa Bay’s most convenient gateway to and from St. Petersburg, Clearwater and
Pinellas County’s world famous beaches! PIE is centrally located with quick drive times
throughout the Tampa Bay area and offers affordable, convenient parking. Enjoy a relaxing
airport experience without long lines or navigating through a maze of terminals to locate your
flight. With just a few steps from your car to the terminal, from airplane to baggage claim,
experience the relaxing difference at PIE.
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While the continued growth of domestic and international commercial service is important to the
continued growth of the Airport, so is general aviation. In fact, general aviation equates to
approximately 72% of PIE’s traffic and represents the majority of general aviation operations for
the entire West Central Region.
Based on the infrastructure planning analysis, the following depicts PIE’s current levels of
service, as well as the types and levels of service that the Airport will likely be required to
accommodate by the year 2030:

Current Service

Future Service

Tourism

X

X

Business

X

X

Air Cargo

X

X

International

X

X

Flight Training

X

X

Corporate

X

X

Tourism

X

X

Recreational / Sport

X

X

Business / Recreational

X

X

COMMERCIAL SERVICE ROLE

COMMUNITY AIRPORT ROLE
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