Existing Facilities
Albert Whitted Airport is owned and operated by the City of St. Petersburg (“City”). The airport
property encompasses approximately 119 acres. The airport is served by two intersecting
runways. These runways are Runway 07/25 which is 3,677 feet long by 75 feet wide, and
Runway 18/36 which is 2,864 feet long by 150 feet wide.
Both runways are served by fulllength, parallel taxiways. Existing facilities on the airport include an Intermodal General Aviation
Center (“IGAC”), complete with the 10,600 square foot Galbraith Terminal building, 12,200
square yard aircraft ramp and a 64-space parking lot. Additional airport facilities include 2 bulk
hangars, 6 corporate hangars, 88 T-hangars, 10 shade-hangars, 9 “Port-a-Port” hangars and
approximately 90 tie-downs.
The airport has a control tower in operation daily from 7am to 9pm local time. The facility is
staffed through the FAA’s Federal Contract Tower Program. The City opened a new tower in
2011 which replaced the old FAA-owned structure which had resided on the airport since the
1960s.

Current and Forecast Demand
GENERAL AVIATION
The airport supports a wide mix of general aviation activities and entities on the airport. Private
or “recreational” aviators make up a majority of the aircraft based on the airport. However, the
airport is home to a diverse number of aviation businesses as well. The Galbraith Terminal
contains space for the airport’s FBO as well as a full-service restaurant, rental car and other
aviation operators. In addition, other commercial services are provided on the field through
various companies including, aircraft maintenance, avionics, banner towing, sightseeing,
upholstery, flight instruction, aircraft sales, aircraft charter, internet-based pilot retail and aerial
photography businesses. The airport also supports aviation operations by Bayflight (trauma,
medical flight service), Civil Air Patrol, local news organizations and various air ambulance
services. Military operations do occur frequently on the airport. The majority of this activity is
comprised of local area-based training conducted by U.S. Coast Guard and U.S. Army Reserve
helicopters.
The airport has approximately 185 based general aviation aircraft. The based aircraft fleet mix
includes 81% single engine, 14% twin engine with the remaining 5% including helicopters and
jets. Historically the airport has maintained close to a 100% occupancy rate and currently
maintains a waiting list for hangar space.
In recent years, aircraft operations have risen to over 97,000 per year. Approximately 54% of
the annual operations represent local traffic, with the remaining 46% made up of itinerant traffic.
The operational fleet mix for itinerant operations includes 77% single engine, 21% twin engine
and 2% jet.
The largest plane that uses the airport on a regular basis is in Design Group II. The current
Airport Reference Code (ARC) as defined by FAA Advisory Circular 150/5300-13 for the airport
is B-I (small). General aviation constitutes a considerable portion of the airport’s annual activity.
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Historic and forecast FDOT aviation activity information on file for Albert Whitted Airport are as
follows:

Albert Whitted Airport
Based Aircraft
General Aviation Operations
Commercial Operations
Enplanements

2013

2018

2023

2033

184
96,827
N/A
N/A

196
102,322
N/A
N/A

208
108,128
N/A
N/A

235
120,748
N/A
N/A

Sources:
2013 Based Aircraft: Albert Whitted Airport management.
2013 Annual Aircraft Operations: FAA’s Air Traffic Activity System (ATADS) for CY2013.
2018, 2023, and 2033 Forecasts: FDOT Aviation and Spaceports Office.

COMMUNITY SERVICES
As previously discussed, the airport provides a variety of general aviation services to the
citizens of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County, and the greater Tampa Bay area. The airport also
has on-going activities to promote the community’s involvement in the airport.
Each April, the airport plays a huge role in the annual Firestone Grand Prix of St. Petersburg
as Runway 07/25 and other areas of the airport become part of the race course.
The City has a waterfront park on the north side of the airport property called Albert Whitted
Park. The park contains observation areas that overlook the airport. In addition, there is an
aviation themed playground that provides children with a place to play and be inspired by
aviation.
The Albert Whitted Airport Preservation Society (AWAPS) is a non-profit organization that
promotes education and Airport Tour programs. In addition, AWAPS runs the National Airlines
Museum, promotes the airport through various city functions, hosts monthly pancake breakfasts,
provides “Welcome Bags” to in-coming visitors in the airport terminal, and maintains and tracks
a large amount of historical data on the airport. In conjunction with the local EAA chapter,
AWAPS also hosts multiple Young Eagles events throughout the year.
The Galbraith Terminal contains opportunities for non-aviators within the community to enjoy
and use the airport. There is a full-service restaurant on the 2nd floor, a rental car operator, and
aerial sightseeing flights offered through both helicopter and historic biplanes. The 2nd floor also
contains an observation deck that is accessible to the general public or the patrons using the 2nd
floor restaurant.
Albert Whitted Airport was identified as a “Regional” airport in the FAA’s 2012 GA Asset Study.
The complete Asset Study with details about the different airport categories and the services
they provide can be found at http://www.faa.gov/airports/planning_capacity/ga_study/. The
airport is designated as a reliever airport for both the current year and 5-year horizon in the
FAA’s 2015-2019 National Plan of Integrated Airport Systems (NPIAS) report. The full NPIAS
report can be found at http://www.faa.gov/airports/planning_capacity/npias/. Additionally, in the
Economic Impact Study conducted by the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT)
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Aviation and Spaceports Office in 2014, Albert Whitted Airport was determined to have the
following annual economic impacts:
-

Total employment: 465.
Total payroll: $14,410,000.
Total economic output: $52,009,000.

Other Airport Characteristics
In 2007, the City completed its last Master Plan for the airport.
Since then the City has
completed over $13 million in capital projects including the new IGAC complex, a new air traffic
control tower, and various airfield upgrades including a new parallel taxiway for Runway 7/25,
reconstruction of Taxiway A-1, and expanded aircraft parking aprons.
The City is set to embark on some major facility upgrades within the near future. This includes
new and replacement hangar facilities, including a ±7,500 sq. ft. hangar next to the terminal,
multiple bulk hangars on the south side of the airport and replacement of four (4) of the older thangar buildings, as well as specific aircraft apron/tie-down improvements. In addition the City
is planning some major airfield maintenance projects including the rehabilitation of Runway 7/25
and adjoining stub connectors and the reconstruction of Taxiway C.
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CURRENT AND FUTURE SYSTEM SERVICE REQUIREMENTS / RECOMMENDATIONS
The airport provides Recreational/Sport, Flight Training, Corporate, Tourism (CA), and
Business/Recreational (banner towing, sightseeing, charter, military, coastal patrol/rescue,
medical flights) services. Due to the constraints of existing runway lengths, the fleet mix of
aircraft able to use the airport continues to be limited to smaller general aviation aircraft,
including some small and medium jets. For the foreseeable future, Albert Whitted will remain a
common-use, general aviation airport. A master plan update is planned for the near future. The
City will look at growth opportunities for the airport including the potential for a modest extension
of Runway 7/25 to accommodate more executive traffic as well as additional aviation expansion
opportunities on the Albert Whitted Waste Water Treatment Plant site, which resides on airport
property and is in the process of being deactivated.
Based on the infrastructure planning analysis for Albert Whitted Airport, the following depicts the
airport’s current levels of service as well as the types and levels of service that the airport will
likely be required to accommodate by the year 2030:
Current Service

Future Service

Flight Training

X

X

Corporate

X

X

Tourism

X

X

Recreational / Sport

X

X

Business / Recreational

X

X

COMMERCIAL SERVICE ROLE
Tourism
Business
Air Cargo
International
GENERAL AVIATION AIRPORT ROLE
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