Existing Facilities
Sarasota Bradenton International Airport (SRQ) is a small-hub air carrier airport with a primary
Runway (14/32) at 9,500 feet and a secondary crosswind Runway (04/22) at 5,009 feet to
include full dual parallel taxiways. The airfield is equipped with a FAA Air Traffic Control Tower,
high intensity lighting, and a complement of precision and non-precision flight aids – ILS, GPS,
VOR, DME, PAPIs and REILs. The air carrier Terminal provides 13 jetway gates with 16 aircraft
parking positions for five airline tenants and associated rental car, restaurant, and gift shop
facilities. There are three independent FBO facilities serving a thriving general aviation market
along with airport owned and operated T-hangar facilities.
The Airport has identified several growth initiatives as necessary to serve growing markets for
air carriers and general aviation. This has been accomplished with the introduction of two lowcost air carriers, terminal security upgrades, and nearly $50M in airfield general aviation
development. The FDOT Work Program has been supportive in all improvements with
particular note to the T-hangar development. In addition, the most recent ALP update in 2010
provides a foundation for the Airport’s future.

Current and Forecast Demand
AIR CARRIER
Sarasota Bradenton International Airport has increased its presence in the competitive air
carrier market with the addition of two low cost airlines. The initial forecast shows a 20%
increase in passenger traffic and the return of a portion of the Airport’s lost local passengers
from either Tampa International Airport or Southwest Florida International Airport. The Airport
supports a limited air cargo market through the existing air carriers.
GENERAL AVIATION
Sarasota Bradenton International Airport’s operational activities are dominated by the general
aviation markets which comprise 64% of the Airport’s operations. The table below shows the
historic and FDOT forecast aviation activity for the Airport. Sarasota Bradenton International
Airport has constructed airfield infrastructure using both FAA and FDOT supporting grants which
will meet increasing general aviation development with particular emphasis to the corporate jet
markets.

Sarasota/Bradenton International Airport
Based Aircraft
General Aviation Operations
Commercial Operations
Enplanements

2009

2014

2019

2029

247
85,342
21,368
675,969

276
91,666
25,501
826,381

309
98,459
30,434
,1,010,262

388
113,592
43,347
1,509,876

Source: FDOT Aviation Office.
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The Airport has three Fixed Base Operators: Dolphin Aviation, Rectrix Aerodrome Center, and
APP Jet Center. Each FBO markets not only to based customer aircraft but also to an
increasing transient aircraft mix with fuel services, aircraft maintenance, flight training, avionics,
charter, and aircraft storage. Each FBO provides flight instructors, corporate pilots, mechanics
and other support personnel. The GA mix also involves transient military operations, an aviation
law enforcement unit, Civil Air Patrol, and small air cargo operations.
COMMUNITY SERVICES
Sarasota and Manatee Counties, together with the neighboring Hardee and De Soto Counties,
serve established business, seasonal, and tourist related markets. The nearby Gulf Coast
beaches together with a recognized local cultural arts base draw international and domestic
visitors resulting in a growing economic climate. The Airport’s total operation has an
employment base of 1,500 and an annual economic impact to the surrounding region of over
900 Million Dollars. The Airport is often the gateway or catalyst for future economic growth.
The Airport works with the surrounding communities including tourist and convention bureaus,
chambers of commerce, economic development groups and related agencies to build on mutual
interests for the community. The Airport is also home to five recognized educational institutions:
University of South Florida - Sarasota, State College of Florida, New College of Florida, Ringling
College of Art and Design, and Everglades University.

OTHER AIRPORT CHARACTERISTICS

Sarasota Bradenton International Airport has enhanced the surrounding land environment with
an FDOT and FAA supported noise abatement program. $25M has been spent acquiring noise
sensitive lands and improving surrounding residential properties with increased sound insulation
material improvements. Due to the high cost of land expansion, the Airport has sought
increased use of the existing 1,140 acre layout for both industrial and aviation purposes.
Since 9-11, security related projects or improvements have met the demands of the
Transportation Security Administration in not only the Terminal but also for the entire Airport
property. A new passenger screening area was completed in November of 2005 and by the fall
of 2011, three L3 bag screening machines will have been converted to automated in-line
systems. These passenger friendly improvements have resulted in limited or no passenger wait
times. In addition, the Airport will continue to strive for continued airline development to service
the domestic and international markets.
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CURRENT AND FUTURE SYSTEM SERVICE REQUIREMENTS / RECOMMENDATIONS
Sarasota Bradenton International Airport provides Commercial Air Service and General Aviation
Service to Tourism, Business, Recreational and Sport segments of the Travel Industry. The
growing population base and available demand/capacity ratio will continue to fuel the growth of
the Airport for the mutual benefit of the surrounding community. Future analysis indicates a
limited growth for flight training and the air cargo segments which are small contributors to the
Airport’s revenue potential. The Sarasota Manatee Airport Authority is self-supporting and does
not rely upon local tax dollar support. It is recommended that the airport continue to plan for
growth through the partnership of the FAA, FDOT and the Local Community. The Sarasota
Bradenton International Airport will remain in a commercial service role and a community airport
role in the Southwest Florida Region.
Current Service
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GENERAL AVIATION AIRPORT ROLE
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