GeneralAvi
ati
onAi
rport

Mi
l
ton
Pet
erPr
i
nc
eAi
r
por
ti
sl
oc
at
edi
nSant
aRos
aCount
y
,
appr
ox
i
mat
el
yt
hr
eemi
l
eseas
tofMi
l
t
on.

Existing Facilities
Peter Prince Airport is served by one runway, Runway 18/36, 3,700 feet long by 75 feet wide
and constructed of asphalt. The airport has medium intensity runway lights, PAPI, VASI, and a
parallel taxiway. The overall pavement condition is good. The airport has a single GPS
approach.
There is a new 3,000 square foot administration building. There are approximately 15 paved
auto parking spaces and 23 tie-downs for the airport’s general aviation aircraft.

Current and Forecast Demand
GENERAL AVIATION
Historic and forecast FDOT aviation activity information on file for Peter Prince Airport follows:

Peter Prince Field
Based Aircraft
General Aviation Operations
Commercial Operations
Enplanements

2009

2014

2019

2029

90
93,950
N/A
N/A

96
100,962
N/A
N/A

102
108,497
N/A
N/A

116
125,296
N/A
N/A

Source: FDOT Aviation Office.

COMMUNITY SERVICES
Based on data obtained for the 2001 Master Plan Update, most of the operations at the airport
occur from flight training aircraft performing touch and go operations and local flying.
Additionally, recreational pilots who are on short trips generate activity throughout the region,
while a small percentage of annual operation is attributed to business purposes. Almost all
aircraft operating at Peter Prince are small utility aircraft and are not typical of corporate or small
business operations. Further, virtually 90 percent of all operations are local, with the remaining
10 percent being identified as itinerant ops.
Overall, the airport is currently serving small light general aviation aircraft in the region for
recreational and flight training purposes, with flight training activity being the largest percentage
of annual operations. The airport is limited to such aircraft types by the runway length currently
available.
The physical features of the airfield (inadequate runway length) and airspace constraints (local
military facilities and special use airspace) in the area currently limit the airport. Without
changes in these areas, the airport will likely not see significant growth in larger general aviation
aircraft activity. If improvements are made to the existing airfield, in order to accommodate the
operational requirements of larger aircraft, growth in larger corporate and small business aircraft
activity would likely be realized.
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Without existing airfield limitations and airspace constraints, the airport would likely continue to
see significant growth in flight training activity and small general aviation aircraft activity.
However, significant growth in corporate and small business operations could be realized due to
the close proximity of the Santa Rosa County Industrial Park and existing need for aircraft
transport in association with such operations. Additionally, because of the airport's location in
the region, it is well suited for travelers who seek a small airport to fly into in order to reach other
destinations, such as Pensacola, Fort Walton Beach, Navarre, etc. Thus, based on the existing
demand and available opportunities for growth and expansion, Peter Prince could grow into a
significant corporate general aviation airport with extensive flight training, small business, and
recreational activity, serving a large part of the northwest Florida region.
Peter Prince Airport is well situated to serve the aviation needs of tourist destinations, such as
Navarre Beach, Pensacola and Fort Walton Beach as a recreational airport. The entire
northwest Florida region has significant recreational hot spots and Peter Prince is well
positioned to serve pilots and businesses that want to access these areas with few delays and
operational hassles.
With improvements to the existing airfield, Peter Prince Airport could support Very Light Jet
(VLJ) operations very effectively, due to its central location and easy access. The program
could serve communities from Pensacola to Fort Walton Beach and avoid the delays and
complications typically presented by larger commercial service and joint use airports.
Additionally, some of the communities to the north of the airport would benefit greatly by the
opportunities and conveniences provided by VLJ operations. Travel times to and from airports
with some commercial service would be dramatically reduced for people in these areas.
Further, the location of the airport is not only ideal for the recreational pilot seeking a tourist hot
spot, but also for people on weekend trips to visit relatives or retreats to a vacation destination
along the Gulf Coast.
However, airfield improvements, such as a runway extension, would have to provide adequate
runway length and operating conditions for all types of the proposed VLJ aircraft fleet. These
improvements are minor investments for the overall benefits to the airport and surrounding
community in order to attract activity from new technologies such as VLJs.
Flight training at the airport accounts for a significant portion of the annual operations and is
growing significantly. The existing FBO has a part 141 certification for flight training activities
from the FAA and has recently completed a new terminal building to house classrooms and
other facilities and enhance the flight training operations. Additionally, a large portion of the
flight students come from the local Navy and Air Force facilities in order to receive their initial
flight training.

OTHER AIRPORT CHARACTERISTICS

Existing projects that are underway at Peter Prince Airport include:
• Expansion of existing security/perimeter fencing to prevent unauthorized access to the
airfield - Completed.
• Installation of a super Unicom with weather reporting capabilities to enhance pilot
information and communication with the FBO - Completed.
• Installation of a ground communications outlet (GCO) to aid filing of IFR flight plans and
overall communication with flight service - Completed.
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•
•

Obtaining and publishing of a new ASR instrument approach to Runway 36 to enhance
the IFR capabilities at the airport - Completed.
Construction of a new 3,000 square foot FBO terminal building, which will include a pilot
lounge and supplies store and accommodate the growing flight training activities at the
airport - Completed.

Most of the above projects are being funded through grants with FDOT and local and private
investment. The airport has completed all projects identified in its 1991 airport layout plan
(ALP), with the exception of proposed new Runway 02/20, and will be initiating additional facility
enhancement projects once the update to the Master Plan and ALP is complete.
The future airport projects described in this section are those identified in the current 2001
Airport Master Plan Update and have not been formally approved by FDOT and/or FAA. Final
approval of the master plan, ALP, and associated development is expected in October of 2003.
The projects in the first phase (2001-2006) of the master plan include:
• Construction of T-hangar access taxiways and 24 T-hangar units on the southwest
corner of the airfield – Underway.
• Installation of Runway End Identifier Lights (REIL) on both ends of the runway Completed
• Installation of a lighted wind sock and segmented circle on the north side of the airfield
between Taxiway 'A' and the runway - Completed
• Installation of non-precision runway markings to coincide with the existing GPS
approach and soon to be published ASR approach – Completed.
• Installation of new and additional signage at the intersection of Airport Road and Route
90, along Route 87 and along I-10 to aid in locating the airport - Completed.
Projects planned for the second phase (2007-2011) include:
• Construction of an access road and associated utility infrastructure to access the east
side of the airfield.
• Construction of a total of 30 T-hangar units on the southeast side of the airfield.
• Construction of four run-up bays on Taxiways 'A' and 'B' at both ends of the runway
• Construction of two corporate hangars including auto parking on the existing east apron.
• Widening of existing parallel taxiways to 35 feet.
• Construction of two new exit taxiways between the runway and parallel taxiways on the
south half of the airfield.
These projects will allow the airport to open the east side of the airfield, which is currently
underutilized, for development and begin to diversify revenue sources.
The projects included in the third phase (2012-2021) of the master plan include:
• Installation of new taxiway guidance signs in conjunction with completion of the new
south exit taxiways.
• Construction of a total of 40 T-hangar units.
• Construction of a total of four corporate hangars and two conventional hangars,
including apron area, on the east side of the airfield.
• Complete a runway overlay and pavement maintenance project.
• Acquisition of a second fuel truck.
• Expansion of the new FBO terminal and associated auto parking area.
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•

Installation of an automotive fuel storage tank in the existing fuel farm and a construction
of Phase II of the northeast commerce park road network associated utility infrastructure.

The projects identified in this section will allow the airport to meet forecast demand, increase
revenue sources and work to diversify the types of revenue the airport receives. Funding for
these projects will be obtained through federal and state grants, local investment, and private
party investment and through specialized grant programs such as the Florida Economic
Development Transportation Fund and Small Cities Community Development Program.

CURRENT AND FUTURE SYSTEM SERVICE REQUIREMENTS / RECOMMENDATIONS

Due to a low airport acreage index, the airport was evaluated low in the corporate service. Even
with the low index of acreage, it is accurate in the portrayal of the amount of corporate activity at
the airport. As the airport reports, the activity accounts for 5 percent of operations. This
analysis indicates that the airport should focus on recreational/sport and Tourism (CA) services,
but it should be assumed that they will also continue to provide flight training and minimal
corporate services. The airport has the capability to provide VLJ and business/recreational
services. Without the necessary facilities (airside/landside), it is not likely that the airport will
see significant growth in the corporate services area.

Current Service

Future Service

Flight Training

X

X

Corporate

X

X

X

X

COMMERCIAL SERVICE ROLE
Tourism
Business
Air Cargo
International
GENERAL AVIATION AIRPORT ROLE

Tourism
Recreational / Sport
Business / Recreational
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